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papyrus bundle shaped colonnades with open inner area built by Amenhotep III.

Corner view of double colonnaded courtyard built by Ramses II with 74 lotus bundle 
style columns supporting the missing roof with 7m high statues of the pharaoh.
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• Avoid European holiday season, if you are used to 
heat you could go in low summer season;

• Plan a minimum of 3 days as you have to see Luxor, 
Karnak and the tombs & temples at West Thebes;

• It is advisable to book your own private guide, as this 
allows you to avoid the masses;

• Go to Luxor & Karnak temples twice, once in the 
morning & afternoon – different light  conditions;

• Get up early and do the hot air balloon flight over 
West Thebes temples – best Nile views;

• Be at the Valley of Kings at opening time as you do 
not need to stand in line;

• If you like tombs and their colorful painted walls visit 
besides Valley of Kings & Valley of Queens the work-
ers tombs at Deir al Medinah and nobel tombs at 
Sheikh Abd el Qurna;

• Highly recommended temple visits: Hatshepsut, 
Medinet Habu, Ramessseum – in that order;

• Most recommended is also a Nile cruise to Aswan 
and flight to Abu Simbel – not the bus tour;

• On the Nile cruise stop and visit temples at Esna, 
Edfu and Kom Ombo;

• In Aswan, visit temples on Elephantine, Philea and 
Kalabsha islands close by;

• If you are crazy about river cruises, add the Nasser 
lake cruise to Abu Simbel plus other temples;

• The Luxor and Nile cruises can be done in one week, 
plus the Nasser cruise in 10 days together.
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Luxor temple view from the 
Nile with typical sailing boats 

still used today for all kinds 
of short and long haul trans-

port right down to Cairo.

Sphinx alley connecting Karnak with Luxor. The alley once was five kilometers long. 
Main pylon, obelisk and three of the previously Ramses statues in the back ground.

South view with main pylon and obelisk built by Ramses II and  Abu Al Haggag 
mosque built into the temple at a later stage.
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Detailed view of the base of obelisk in front of the 
entrance pylon & 14m high seated Ramses II statue 
and head of another destroyed Ramses statue.

Relief on side of colossal Ramses II 
statue. Tying knots represents the 
unification of Upper & Lower Egypt.

Detail view of seven meter high Ramses II statue in 
first colonnaded courtyard built by him with 74 lotus 
bundle style columns supporting the missing roof.

Ramses II head from one of the colossal statues in front of the 
pylon with typical Nemesis head scarf and royal false beard. The 
center hole carried a raised cobra possibly made of pure gold.

Colossal 8m high seated Ramses II statue with double crown 
“shemti” at the entrance to the second hall built by Amenhotep 
III, the other main creator of the Luxor temple complex.

Ramses double colonnaded court yard with various statues 
of pharaohs with Nemesis head scarf and holding in both 
hands the important “ankh” sign representing eternal life.
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